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SOUTH BEND
TRIBUNE

S. 117.097

exists for
business
incubator

PAUL DODSON
ON THE BUSINESS BEAT .
Let us hope
South Bend’s
proposed new
business incu-
bator fares
better than its
previous incu-
bator. Bl
This past S
s week:the, UrhaniFi 6TpTSe 2‘5@
Y st Dulamnatontoatia
Tornnglon:Coalactory:compiex on
Sample ST il
The UEZ intends to turn this
abandoned manufacturing center

into a business incubator, a place
where new companies can receive
special nurturing in an effort to
help them survive the perils of the
start-up period when the majority
of such companies fail

The vision behind incubators is

r"' that this could be the place where

i great companies of tomotrow will

! get their starts. Remember. giants

| like Whirtpool, Ford and even IBM

; had humbie beginnings.

The community's first business
incubator, at the former Control
Data Building, has faded from
view. The project started out in
1984 with high hopes but has since
become just another downtown of-
fice building.

The Coatrol Data incubator was
intended for office-based business-
es. The UEZ incubator will be dif-
ferent. It will concentrate on man-
ufacturing companies.

Several local economic develop-
ment agencies will help the UEZ
in operating the buainess incuba- -
AL of et o1 . Jo

: of rce of St Jo-
Seph County and Small Business
Devplopment Cepter™—
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The UEZ is getting a good deal
on the old Torrington complex,
even though it will have to pay up
to 815.(!(: of the cost of an envi-
ronmental cleanup of the property.
The UEZ had previously paid
$137,000 for environmental
to determine the extent of the pol-
lution probiems at the site which
had been used for manufacturing
since 1898

_ Testing showed that the 14-acre
site is polluted wath industrial
chemicals, lead paint. ouy sludges,
asbestos and transformers con-
tayung PCBs.

Such pollution is typical for old
plant sites. The property had been
used for manufacturing for 96
years before operations stopped in
1964. This covered a period before
environmental awareness and en-
{orcement. But the pollution is not
'.haut' serere and can be corrected
with a lot of bucks
Torrington Supplied by

The Torrington. Conn -based
company has agreed to pay for the
bulk of the pollution cleanup, over
and above UEZ’s $125.000 obliga-
tion. The company has also agreed
to indemnify the UEZ for five

years following the inutial cleanup.
That, means thatiduring that five
yearstitiihé lnana\Deparimen

grest :
So what is the UEZ getting” It
will have a strategically located
site containing buildings that en-
close some 352,000 square feet.
These buiidings are in good condi-
tion and include space suitabie for
offices, manufacturing and
w

arehousing.

The buildings at the site have
sat unused for seven years and
Some renovation is necessary.
Some portions of the buildings
coultt be used in their present con-
ditions, especially in the ware-
house area, while other '
would have to be modified fer
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